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We help English language learners become thriving members of our community by offering  
one-on-one English language tutoring, and building bridges that foster cross-cultural respect, understanding, and friendship. 

Partners in 

English Language Learning 

In August, PiELL held a music event at The Open Book in Grass 

Valley. The Banner Mountain 

Boys,  Ron Gaynor , Cecelia 

Shotwell, Rob Shotwell and 

Taylor Carey (left) and Brendan 

Phillips with Cedar Hennings 

(at right), performed for a 

benefit for PiELL. 
 

Thank you to the bands for 

performing and to the Open 

Book. We appreciate all of you 

who showed up to listen to 

some great music to help a great 

cause.  

“LIKE” US  

ON FACEBOOK!  

I like to think I’m informed of world events, but I must admit, that 
lately, there are some days I don’t want to hear about all the 
tragedies affecting us.  Harvey hits Texas.  Irma pummels Florida, 
and Maria takes out power in Puerto Rico. There are two major 
earthquakes in Mexico, one of which causes a volcanic eruption. A 
lone shooter ravages Las Vegas. Then, we experience terrible fires 
in Northern California and many in our community are forced to 

evacuate. At times, I think surely, we are done with these terrible 
events and can “get back to normal”. Sometimes it is easy to be 
overwhelmed by the challenges we face, or that we see others face.   
 
After the initial shock wears off of one of these events, I employ a 
Pollyanna mindset and focus not on the awfulness, but instead on 
the images of the people working to make the situation 
better...those caring responders who loaded up their boats and 
drove many miles to help the search and rescue in Houston. 
Permanently etched in my memory is a picture of people forming a 
human chain to grab a stranger stranded in the water.  
 
There is the Sacramento fireman with a family to care for who just 
had to go to Mexico City to see if he could help, since he knew 
how to extricate people.  Or the bystanders in Mexico becoming 
part of the workers removing rubble because they could not just 
stand by. The woman in Las  
Vegas who risked her own safety to push a stranger in a 
wheelchair through the debris left when others fled the scene.   
 

During the worst of times, we often see the best in people. Let 
there be no doubt that one person can make a difference.   We see 
this on a local basis. When there is a fire, we quickly hear of 
donated locations to shelter horses.  Every week it seems that there 
is an event being organized to help others. Seeing the humanity of 
strangers reaching out to those in need brings sunlight to the soul.  
We are lucky to live in a community where people demonstrate 
daily that they care about others.  I am proud to be part of an 

organization that works to improve the lives of others in this 
community. 
 
In this newsletter you will read about amazing local people...from 
the wonderful musicians who donated their talents to our music 
benefit, to a resource tutor helping other tutors when they need 
advice.  You’ll learn about the progress of a few of our learners, 
and meet the new tutors who just graduated from training. You 
will see a beautiful quilt donated for auction by the mother of a 
board member. 
 
The world is made up of many communities; some large, some 
small. In each one, there are caring people who rescue others, and 
help them find their way.  To our volunteers and our donors, thank 
you for helping to make our corner of the world a better place.    
 
 
Christie Gillison 

Letter from the PiELL President 

Ellen moved from Southern California to Nevada County in 1978. She taught school for 
36 years, mostly 5th and 6th grades. About eight years ago, after she retired, she looked 
for a place where she could use her teaching experience to help people. Ellen loves to 
teach. She found PiELL with its one-on-one teaching program and began tutoring. She 
values the personal relationships that develop and the challenge of assessing a learner’s 
needs then providing relevant lessons. She has lunch once a month with a former student 
who has “graduated” from PiELL’s program. Ellen also likes PiELL’s mission of 
supporting the community: as students learn English, they and their families can 
participate better in our community.  Ellen has been a Resource Tutor for five years.  She 
helps tutors clarify concerns and can advise on ways to address them. She recommends 
materials and suggests good teaching practices. We love having Ellen among PiELL’s 
volunteers. She freely gives of her time and expertise.  

An Afternoon of Music 
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The PiELL Tutor & Student Picnic 

Asia Latin America  

Cambodia Argentina El Salvador 

Indonesia Brazil Guatemala 

Japan Chile Mexico 

Laos Columbia Nicaragua 

Nepal Costa Rica Peru 

Thailand Europe  

Vietnam Italy  Spain  

PiELL Student Demographics 
                 2017  

We held the PiELL biannual tutor, student and family picnic on Sept 10th. We were fortunate 

to once again use the beautiful setting in back of Becca and Al Shultz’s home.  
 

Thank you so much for sharing this oasis with us!  Deer Creek was beautiful, and the lull of 

the water flowing was so relaxing. We ate fried chicken, hot dogs, baked beans, and 

wonderful salads and appetizers. Tutors and students got to visit, and a couple of students 

exchanged contact information so they can stay in touch.  

Friends $1 to $49 Partners $50 to $99 Silver $200 to $499 Gold $500 to $999

AmazonSmile Foundation Alan Archer Marlee Chamberlin Anonymous

Acacia Daniels Meg Christianson Eric Dahlgren Chevron Matching

Rosalee Doherty Larry Hillberg Sherry Davey Judith & Bill De Camp

Barbara Duvall Margie & Brad Miller Christie Gillison Holiday Market 

Susan Elders     Marilyn Mociun Judi Kreinick Soroptimists of Sierra Foothills

Hindi Greenberg Bill Ososki Becca Schultz

Madelyn Helling Panda Express Event Smiley Guys Smokehouse

J.M. Keating Patricia Purcell Bev Stout

Lawrence Lang Emi & Jerry Sakai

Diane Robertson Patricia Werner Platinum $1000 to $5000

Sally Smith Dollar General

Nancy Guerra Wilbourne Ghidotti Foundation 

Helen Williamson David McGough

SPD & Save Mart E-Scrip

Donations In-kind Save Mart Cares

Anonymous Claudette & George Paige David Arstein ShopWithScrip.com (GLSC)

Jan Berger Jean & Roger Poff Trevor Michael

Charlotte & Bruce Bolinger Sandra Portz Phillip Smith

Marianne & Michael Cartan Norema Strongin

F.D. & F. Francis Kathy & Mick Tuttle

Nancy & Ross Guenther Ginger Van Wagner

Bronze $100 to $199

Did You Know? 

We are giving our readers the first opportunity to 

purchase this quilt! Please share with your friends.   

PiELL is so fortunate to have this beautiful Rainbow 

Stars quilt to auction.  Lory Christ, mother of board 

member Caitlin Jones, began this quilt last fall and 

completed it during the lengthy rainy season.  

Designed by Chris Stiasny of Absolutely Positively 

Quilt Designs, Lory particularly enjoyed the bright 

colors during the drab rainy days. She estimates that 

she spent about 400 hours making the quilt. She used 

a machine paper pieced method of quilting and the 

size of the quilt is 86 inches by 86 inches. The fabric 

is 100% cotton batik and the quilting was done by 

Richard Larson of Quilting Design Studio.  
 

The starting bid is $350 and bidding will close at 6pm on Friday, Nov. 24th. 

Please email your bid to admin@piell.org.  We will let you know if you are 

outbid.  

Quilt Auction to Benefit PiELL 

Sixty-six PiELL volunteers gave over 

3,600 hours of service last year. PiELL 

has 78 students who come from 19 

countries: 
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Eager to Learn ~ By Yvonne Bartlett  

Celina and I spent a lot of time laughing in the last month. Our 
vocabulary journeys have taken us into chicken development and 
raising (Celina's sister raises chickens), birthday practices in El 
Salvador (Celina's family had three birthdays in one week in July), and 
discussion of an aged suitor (ninety-three years old) who eats three or 
four times a week at Celina's restaurant--and who is very fond of her. I 
continue to admire how quick Celina is to intuit American habits and 
ways of being. She is a very keen observer of human behavior, so 
often our conversations turn philosophical as we "study" behaviors 
she's observed here in California. My favorite new Spanish phrase is 
"los huevos de terror"--for the fertile eggs which accidentally were 
cooked for breakfast! 
 

Each week, I continue to make two or three pages of sentences from 
Celina's adventures at work and at home, which Celina reads at each 
subsequent meeting. I believe there is something both comforting and 
empowering when Celina sees, week after week, her conversations 
translated into the written word. Her pronunciation is aided, I am 
convinced, by knowing the context and basis for each sentence. I also 
continue to print out materials relevant to our conversations. Last 

week, it was a chart showing the development of a chicken embryo. (I 
am not sure, but I think--because she is always possessive of the 
sentences and materials after our lessons--that she takes the sentences 
home to her family and reviews them again.)  
 

I am so grateful to 
PiELL for structuring 
the program to meet 
the unique learning 
needs and personality 
types of the learners. It 
is truly joyous to be 
able to design our 
lessons totally on 
Celina's life, 
experience, and 
interests. Honestly, I 
think I get just as 
much out of each 
lesson as does Celina. 

René's third language is English, and he’s been studying with PiELL 
since January 2016.  Mixe is his native tongue, spoken in parts of 
Oaxaca State in Southern Mexico.  He learned Spanish in elementary 
school.  René came to the U.S. almost 10 years ago.  His kind and 
friendly demeanor belie his determination and ambition. He is 
dedicated to improving his English skills and progressing in his work 
world.   
 

Bill Ososki, his tutor, and René have similar personality types, both are 
reserved, slow to speak and quiet.  In the beginning of their 
relationship, this presented a challenge, at least for the learning and 
practice of English conversation.  They spent a lot of time just 
reviewing English grammar and vocabulary books.  Sometimes they 
even took turns reading the parts out loud in two-speaker, written 
dialog material. 
 

After several months, Bill learned that René was a fan of the History 
Channel.  He presented René with the book, “The Cesar Chavez Story” 
and introduced the idea of reading books out loud in their sessions.  
Two books later, René became fascinated by “Where the Horses Have 
Gone,” a true story about the struggles of the Nez Perce Native 
American tribe set in Oregon in the late 1800’s.  René was accustomed 

to reading five 
or six pages 
each session, 
but with the 
Nez Perce 
book, he 
pushed to finish 
a whole 
chapter. René's 
English 
language skills are growing steadily.  The reading affords him the 
opportunity to learn new words, different grammar and more elaborate 
sentence structure.  Most importantly, the reading time gives René and 
Bill something interesting to talk about and react to.  René's  
conversational skills have accelerated. 
 

René holds two full time jobs as a cook.  His gentle personality and 
engaging smile make him well liked at both restaurants.  Despite his 
busy work life, he finds the time and energy to do his homework and 
attend his English session every week.  René and Bill are searching for 
that next captivating historical book.  In the meantime, René is reading 
“The Bob Marley Story.” 

My Student ~ By Anna Villegas    "Los Huevos de Terror" 

My student, Mia, is amazing.  She is a beginning student 
from Oaxaca practicing her alphabet in English, 
numbers, and short phrases.  We are focusing on the 
phrases like:  “I don’t understand”, “Could you please 
repeat that?”, “What does that mean?” etc.  Also, we’re 
working on the verb "to be" and she made a list of 
infinitives in Spanish and English that she wants to 
learn.  She expressed a desire to learn about words 
related to shopping so we went to Safeway. It was the 
first time she went grocery shopping without her 
husband.  Mia wants to learn words related to school as 
she has a 5-year-old attending pre-kindergarten.  She 
does her homework, and we are in the second month of 
tutoring.  I’m very proud of her and glad to be back 
tutoring after about a 3 or 4 year break.  Each week we 
work on pronunciation, listening, reading, writing and 
speaking. 

René with his tutor, Bill Ososki (right)  

My Student René ~ By Bill Ososki   For the Love of Books 

PiELL welcomes these new tutors who have recently completed the 16 hours of 

New Tutor Training. PiELL’s training curriculum was developed in-house and is 

taught by experienced tutors. After completing the classroom work, new tutors 

observe a live tutoring session before they are matched with a student. We strive to 

set them up for success.  Ongoing support is provided by a resource tutor who acts 

as a mentor and tutor get-togethers where ideas for teaching are shared.   

 
 

New Tutors: 

Left-right, back 

row: Mary Ann, 

Dick, Roger, 

Justin, Nick. Front 

row: Ginny, 

Catherine, Aldo, 

JoAnn, and 

Terry...welcome! 

Welcome New PiELL Tutors! 

Celina and Anna studying 
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Partners in English Language Learning 

578 Sutton Way PMB 198 

Grass Valley, CA 95945 

PiELL Office 
 

Office: 103 Providence Mine Rd., 

#104B, Nevada City 
 

Phone/Fax: (530) 265-2116 

Email: admin@piell.org 

Website: www.piell.org 
 

Mailing Address: 578 Sutton Way, 

PMB 198, Grass Valley, CA 95945 
 

Office Hours:  

Mon./Wed.  1pm-5:30pm 

(new hours) 
 

Tax ID #68-0160848 PiELL is a  

501(c)3 organization 

Spring 2018 New Tutor Training Dates  

April 14 ~ Sessions 1 & 2  8:30am-4:30pm 

April 21 ~ Sessions 3 & 4  8:30am-4:30pm 

*Must attend both days.   

Call us at 265-2116 or email admin@piell.org  

for more information. 

Thank you to the following businesses where PiELL students 

and tutors meet in a comfortable and welcoming environment! 

BriarPatch Co-op  

Bubba’s Bagels 

Caroline's Coffee 

Daily Donut 

Flour Garden Bakery locations 

London’s Best Fish & Chips 

Nevada County Libraries 

P.A.R.T.N.E.R.S. Family Resource  

Peace Lutheran Church 

Safeway, Brunswick Basin 

Sierra Mountain Coffee Roasters 

Starbucks Coffee  

Summer Thyme’s Bakery & Deli 

Unitarian Church 

What’s Up? Coffee 

DONATE WITH THE CLICK OF A BUTTON! 

START YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING AT: 

SMILE.AMAZON.COM 

SELECT: 

PARTNERS IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNING 
 

SHOP WITH ALL THE USUAL CONVENIENCE & EASE OF AMAZON.COM,  

WHILE HELPING US!  

 

All Aboard! 

We welcome and thank Bill Ososki and Anna Villegas for becoming resource tutors, 

and JoAnn Riesinger for joining the intake coordinators. Your extra efforts are 

appreciated!  

Thank you, Save Mart! 
PiELL recently received a $1000 grant from Save Mart. We are so fortunate to 

have the continued support of this caring organization!    

We are also the recipient of ongoing contributions through the Save Mart 

program that provides  contributions up to 3% of the purchases of shoppers 

who have signed up with escrip and 

designated PiELL as their favorite charity.  

http://www.escrip.com/merchants/identity/

savemart/index.jsp 

http://www.piell.org/donate.php
mailto:admin@piell.org
http://www.piell.org/index.php

