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English language 
gives each 

individual the 
voice to be 

heard in our 
community. 
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Dear Friends of PiELL, 

We have been organized to tutor 
English for non-English 
speaking adults in Western 
Nevada County for the past 20 
years.  Tutoring is more than just 

that.  It is also helping families:  

¨ to cope with medical 

emergencies,  

¨ to deal with parent-teacher 

conferences,  

¨ to become more self-sufficient,  

¨ to improve their job status, and  

¨ to integrate and participate as 
valued members of the 

community.  

  

Volunteer learners and tutors 
invest their hearts, their minds, 
and their time.  Partners in 
English Language Learning 
(PiELL) is a low-cost, high-energy 
community service organization 
that partners with the United 
Way.  We provide one-on-one 
personal English language 
tutoring to more than 45 students 
during the year.  We don’t 
spend  a lot of money.  The cost 
of instruction and materials is 
approximately $150 per 
student per year.  We also 
provide our own specialized  

 

 

training for new tutors three 
times a year, at a  total cost of 
about $700.  Our volunteers 
gladly contribute more than 3,000 
hours a year.  All these activities 
are guided by a volunteer board 
of directors and one paid part-
time program coordinator who 

reports to the board of directors. 

In the best of economic times we 
have experienced a trend of 
growing demand for what we do.  
In this uncertain economy it is 
even more crucial to adequately 
fund an even greater level of 

need. 

Your tax-deductible support 
enables us to continue providing 

vital services to our community.    

Please use the enclosed donation 

envelope. 

Sincerely yours, 

   

Judi Kreinick  
President, PiELL 

We help English language learners become thriving members of our 
community by offering one-on-one English language tutoring and building 
bridges that foster cross-cultural respect, understanding, and friendship. 
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INTERESTING PIELL INFO: 

 
During the past 12 months, we have had 

66 students and 58 tutors involved in our  
program.  Some have left the program and  

moved on to other aspects in their lives, 



Arriving in the U.S. from 
Guilin, China in 2002, 
Jiangyan (Molly) immediately 
began studying English with 
our program and studied with 
us until 2008 mid-year. During 
this time she acquired her 
U.S. Citizenship and 
successfully acquired her 
Assoc. of Arts degree at 
Sierra College, with an 
emphasis on Accounting.   
 
During her studies with 
Partners in English Language 
Learning, Molly had a health 
scare.  She sought help and 
consolation from me, as her 
tutor, who provided 
encouragement and 
accompanied her to the next 
doctor appointment.  
 
I was able to assist her with 
her studies at Sierra College, 
helping in particular with the 
courses on Business Law and 
Cultural Anthropology, as well 
as study strategies.  Her 
courses stimulated many 
conversations on American 
versus Chinese culture and 
values.  I even provided 
assistance to her with a tea 
ceremony for her Speech 
class. 
 
Having previously acquired a 
BA in Accounting in China, 
she was particularly surprised 
by how different our teaching/
learning approach was from 
that in China.  In China 
students did not challenge the 

instructors or textbook ideas, 
and students mostly learned 
by rote without questioning the 
material.  She was amazed by 
the active interactions and 
challenges of the content by 
students, and that the 
teachers appeared not only to 
allow, but to encourage this! 
This was particularly difficult 
for her, especially in the 
Business Law course.  Not 
only did she have to 
understand the material, 
which was difficult for the tutor 
also (!), she had to be able to 
interpret how the laws might 
be applied in hypothetical 
situations.  She had not had to 
extend her learning like this in 
the past.  She survived, but it 
was very difficult for her. 
 
Degree in hand, in 2008 she 
set about finding a job in her 
field. With the economic 
downturn this process wasn’t 
easy.   Although she applied 
for several jobs in Nevada 
County, not even in her field, 
all were quickly filled by 
applicants who had more 
recent hands-on experience.   
 
Molly persevered, and after 6 
months of applying for jobs, 
she finally landed one.  It is in 
the southern part of 
Sacramento, causing a 
lengthy commute, but she now 
has full-time work in her field 
and is in a much better 
position financially.  
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Our Generous Donors 

Rebecca has been tutoring Francisco for 6 years and 
have had many successful experiences.  One  of the 
accomplishments Francisco is most proud of is that 
he became a U.S. citizen on March 18th, 2009, and  
Rebecca was able to attend the ceremony.  What a 
wonderful accomplishment for Francisco.  And a 
special day for Rebecca as well.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS, FRANCISCO!!!! 
 

(Rebecca and Francisco, pictured at right) 

Francisco & Rebecca 

Molly & Bev 
FRIENDS $1-$49 BRONZE-$100-$199 
Sharon Bailey-Bok Dan Wheat, A-Z Supply 

Mervin Baker Louise & David Beesley 

Yvonne Bartlett Claire Casey 

Bruce Bolinger Larry Channel 

Marlee Chambers Mary Lou Gibson 

David & Karen Collwell John Michael Keating 

Donna Cobb Rebecca Michelson 

James Dodd Veronica Paul 

Rosalee Doherty Roger & Jean Poff 

Frank Francis Janet Robbins 

Emily Gallagher Karen Poskus, Spa n Save 

Punita Greenberg Beverly Stout 

Custis Haynes James & Mary Stradinger 

Ralph & Dorothy Hitchcock Patricia Werner 

Lawrence & Lisa Lang Kate Winningham 

Nohemi Mead  

Rick & Susan Murai SILVER-$200-$499 
Nancy Nelson Leon Bauer 

Susan Reynolds  Arthur J. Katz 

Diane Robertson Judi Kreinick 

Dan Rodriguez Edi Silverman 

Sally Smith  

Mary Trethewey GOLD-$500-$999 
Troy & Susan Waid Penn Valley Rotary Club 

Ginger Van Wagner John Jessup 

Fieni & Marcel Verdooner  

Anita Wald-Tuttle PLATINUM-$1000-$1999 
Helen Williamson Fred Hargesheimer 

 Eric Nielsen 

PARTNERS $50-$99  

Meg Christianson DIAMOND-$2000+ 
Courtney Tully Ghidotti Foundation 

Gerald Chan & Lisa Moon Robert & Chelsea Nienaber 

Madelyn Helling United Way of Nevada County 

Sarah Jordan  

Jerry Lawrence DONATIONS IN KIND 
Judith McCarrick Grass Valley School District 

W. Lowell Robertson Trevor Michael, Owner 

 Margaritas Restaurant 

 Eric Nielsen 

 PayChex 

 Phillip Smith 
 The Union 



Roberto and Felicia are originally from 
Mexico.  They have been living in California 
for about five years.  They have three 
children ages five, two, and an infant about 
four months old.  Felicia has four sisters 
living in this area.  Family’s ties in Mexico 
and locally are strong.   This has been a 
barrier to their assimilating into the local 
culture and going through the pain and joy of 
learning English.  Now that they have one 
child in school they want to be part of their 
children’s education and work for the 
American dream. 
 
Roberto has worked as a farm laborer in 
Southern California for two years.  He now 
works in the Nevada County area in the 
construction industry or works with 
landscapers.  Again, he finds himself mostly 
in non-English speaking work environments.  
So, he made the brave move to contact 
Partners in English Language Learning 
(PiELL) and apply for free tutoring service.  

He discovered that learning English involves 
much more than learning to read, speak, 
and write.  For the first time, he understands 
the imperative of assimilating into the 
culture.  Roberto and Felicia have found that 
they must take charge of dealing with 
emergency medical problems, parental 
school responsibilities, and other factors 
involving home and job responsibilities. 
 
When Roberto was first interviewed and 
assessed by PiELL, it was in Spanish.  Now, 
four months later, he can read and translate 
children’s books in English.  He is learning 
to speak in sentences in English.   Best of 
all, he feels more confident to interact with 
English-speaking persons and takes the 
initiative to perform tasks with the local 
library and other agencies as needed.  
Roberto is diligent with his studies and his 
tutor’s prognosis is that Roberto and Felicia 
have the drive and integrity to make a 
positive contribution to our community. 

I am The Spawn Of Immigrants By Bill Hall 
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Rosa told Susan, her Tutor, how at 
the check-out at Big 5 when they 
asked her for her zip code, she 
never understood. After one of their 
sessions, she not only understood 
what was being asked, she could 
answer! 
 
(Rosa and Susan, pictured below) 

Roberto, Felicia & Arthur Rosa and Susan 

The following article was written earlier this 
year by Bill Hall, Editor Emeritis of the 
Lewiston, Idaho Tribune.  He writes a weekly 

column that appears in 10 newspapers, and 
he has given us permission to reprint this 
article.  Thank you to Bill  for writing  such a 
thoughtful piece.  Peace!! 
 
I AM THE SPAWN OF IMMIGRANTS 
I’ve been wondering how much hostility my 
immigrant great grandparents from 
Denmark had to put up with years ago 
because they were slow to learn a tough 
language like English.  
They didn’t come here ready to roll with a 
head full of English. So maybe I’m smarter 
than they were because I’ve been 
speaking English since my first birthday, if 
Daddy, Mommy and Kitty constitute an 
English vocabulary.  On the other hand, it 
took me several years to develop a full 
ration of usable English. I didn’t really get 
my little brain and big mouth into speaking 
gear until I was about four or five. And 
immigrants, legal or illegal, who come to 
this country also take considerable time to 
learn our language. 

 
I have been receiving e-mails lately from 
easily agitated friends who send me their 
disapproval of people who arrive from 
Mexico “and don’t have the decency to 
learn English.” 
At first glance, that complaint seems to be 
fair. Most of us, if we moved to another 
country, would expect and want to learn 
the language of our new home. I would. In 
fact, I have managed to get a weak grasp 
on Italian and Spanish to make visits to 
some countries easier and more 

fun.   However, friends who include me on 
their e-mail lists and send their angry 
remarks against people from Latin America 
for not learning English are mistaken. Their 
complaint is based on an inaccurate 
assumption. In truth, almost all of the new 
arrivals want to learn English and are 
trying to do so. Every time a free or 
reasonably priced English class opens in 
this country, it is flooded with Spanish-
speaking applicants. It’s not true that the 
newbies refuse to learn English. They 
need English and they know it. 

But what their critics apparently don’t know 
is that learning a language takes time – 
especially a language as difficult as the 
one most of us in this country were born 
into. I could teach you in a week how to 
spell and pronounce virtually every word 
you will ever see in Spanish or Italian. But 
after 71 years of wrestling with English, I 
still don’t know how to spell or pronounce 
every word that I will ever see in this, my 
own mother tongue. (Shouldn’t that be 
“mother tung"? And what’s with that “gue” 
on the end of our English tongue?) 

I’m guessing most people who send me e-
mails jumping on new Mexican neighbors 
have never learned a second language 
themselves. If they had, they wouldn’t be 
assuming that it’s a simple matter for a 
person to arrive here from another culture 
and get a handle on English in less than 
several years. 
People who have struggled with another 
language know that it takes thousands of 
hours and several years of study and 
memorization to become anywhere near 

fluent. But in truth, virtually all newcomers 
– including my Danish great grandparents 
and today’s Latino immigrants – eventually 
do learn the local language. They learn it 
by studying until their heads ring. They 
learn it a word at a time from generous co-
workers and helpful neighbors. They learn 
it from their own children – those little 
language sponges who pick up English 
from classmates and television, learning 
four times as fast as thee and me with our 
old petrified brains. But they do learn it.  
 
Almost all immigrants, regardless of age, 
learn English. Assuming they don’t would 
be unfair and a little mean were it not for 
the fact that the people picking on the 
immigrants don’t fully understand what 
they are talking about.  If they were 
correct, they would be right to be 
upset.  But they grossly underestimate 
what a long road it is to learn a 
language.  And they just assume that the 
Spanish speakers they encounter aren't 
learning English, they don't care.  So the 
critics get all huffy and berate the 
newcomers for allegedly ignoring English.  
I suppose that’s a gauntlet immigrants of 
all kinds have always had to run, including 
my Danish great grandparents. But if I had 
been around then, I would have said to 
people picking on my family’s immigrants 
what I say to you e-mailers now – give the 
new arrivals time and they will do what 
most of you have not – learn a new 
language.  And they deserve praise for 
that.   As my great grandparents might say, 
“Felicidades, amigos.”   (Or something like 
that. I never had the guts to learn a tough 
language like Danish.) 

More Success Stories 



Mailing Address: 

Partners in English 
Language Learning  
578 Sutton Way, PMB 
198 Grass Valley, CA 
95945 
 
Physical Address: 
Lyman Gilmore 
School 
10837 Rough & 
Ready Hwy   Room 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Mondays:  1:00—6:00 
Wednesdays:  1:00—6:00 
Fridays:     8:00— 
Noon 
 

Please CALL FIRST to 
make sure the Library is 

Partners in English Language Learning 
578 Sutton Way PMB 198 

We are not here merely to 

make a living.  We are here 

in order to enable the world 

to live more amply, with 

greater vision, with a finer 

spirit of hope and 

achievement.  We are here 

to enrich the world, and we 

impoverish ourselves if we 

forget the errand.   

 
Woodrow Wilson 

 

Calendar 
 

Tutor Training:  

We will be offering our next training in 

September.  

  

*Fall Training schedule: 
 

Saturday, Sept. 12th   9am - 3pm 

Saturday, Sept. 19th   9am - 4pm  

Saturday, Sept. 26th   9am - 2:30pm 

 

*Must attend all 3 days. 

 

Tutor Luncheon/Training: June 6th,  

12pm-2:30pm @ Margaritas Restaurant.  

 

Tutor & Student Potluck:  

Date sometime in September; to be 

determined. 

Wish list:  
Bilingual children’s books, 
Portable CD players, Tape 
Recorder/Player, English 
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